MEDICAL

GIVING LIFE BACKTO PATIENTS

Michigan Vascular Mobility Center Provides Complete Care
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ive for what tomorrow
can bring, not for what
yesterday took away.”
Patients will find this message handwritten
on a whiteboard in the Michigan Vascular
Mobility Center - a message that identifies
the purpose, focus and values the seven-

year-old center lives by.

Flint resident Tom Brannon knows well
what he left behind and how much better
life is for him, thanks to the mobility center.
He is grateful every day for the people “who
saved my life,” he says.

Brannon was in a car accident several years
ago. After years of trying to save his leg,
vascular surgeons exhausted all options.
His leg had to be removed. Not only did
he lose his leg, but he also lost his chain of
party stores.
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“I was a real mess. I contemplated suicide,”
he admits. “I thought life was over for me
until one of the vascular surgeons from
Michigan Vascular Center told me about
their newly opened mobility center. I
think I was one of the first patients.”

He describes the team as a “great group of
people. Their first and only concern is the
patient; they wouldn’t let any insurance
delays slow down their work.”

Brannon recently purchased American
Shuttle, a transportation service based
in Grand Blanc that takes people with
handicaps to appointments and other
places in the Genesee County area.

“’'m a handicapped person helping
handicapped people,” he says with
enthusiasm and pride. “Finding the
Michigan Vascular Mobility Center has

been a life changer for me. And people
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don’t even know that I have a prosthetic
leg. I don’t limp at all. There is life after
a prosthetic leg, and I thank Michigan
Vascular Mobility Center for giving me this
great life I lead today.”

The Michigan Vascular
striving to provide the best patient outcomes

Center team,
possible, wanted to ensure patients received
complete continuity of care for a lifetime.
The missing piece? A mobility center.

Following surgery, patients were seeking
prosthetic care elsewhere. The vascular
surgeons wanted their patients to have the
best opportunity to lead the life they wanted
and deserved, and they felt continuity of
care for a lifetime by the same medical
team was critical. That is why it made sense
to open the Michigan Vascular Mobility
Center within the physician offices.



According to Ken Eick, certified prosthetist and director of
Michigan Vascular Mobility Center, “The surgeons here not
only conduct the most advanced procedures to ensure the best
functionality possible after an amputation, but their dedication
and commitment to patients is second to no one,” he states. “Our
number one focus is obtaining the best possible outcome for every
patient we see.” That is why Eick is called in at the time of patient
diagnosis and works with patients through every step of the process
- from prehospitalization to post-hospital care and for the rest
of the patient’s life. This early and continued involvement gives
patients a sense of comfort and security at a very difficult time.

Eick himself completes all casting and prosthetic design in the
on-site lab, which also reduces time delays. Also, if a patient has

[

WE ASK PATIENTS, *"WHAT DO YOU
WANT TO DO?” NOT JUST ‘HOW ARE
YOU FEELING?

””

— KEN EICK -

a question for a vascular surgeon, a member of the team will
stop in during that visit. The immediate and constant teamwork
is possible only with this patient care model, Eick finds. We ask
patients, ‘What do you want to do?’ not just ‘How are you feeling?’
They may say, ‘I want to work in my garden, again,” or ‘I want to
hunt, again.” Our goal is to give that life back to our patients. “We
always are asking ourselves, ‘What is best for this patient? What
will give patients the highest outcome?”

Eick is highly respected in the field and has participated in
national advisory boards for manufacturers as well as beta testing
of new products. He also serves as a guest lecturer at several
physical therapy programs and provides physician education on
prosthetics.

The center’s impact isn’t limited to Michigan. Michigan Vascular
Mobility Center partners with the nationwide organization
Amputee Associates and the Tennessee-based Amputee Blade
Runners. (Learn more about these affiliations at beonthetown.
com.)

The Michigan Vascular Mobility Center is housed inside Michigan
Vascular Center, located at G-5020 W. Bristol Road in Flint. The
vascular center also has offices in Lapeer and Saginaw for patient
convenience. To reach any of the centers, call 810-732-1620 or visit
www.michiganvascularcenter.com.
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WHERE NO ONE IS LEFT BEHIND

NEED A CHAUFFER?

WHEELCHAIR
ACCESSIBLE
TRANSPORTATION

We provide the highest quality and most flexible
medical transportation available. American Shuttle
envisions a community without barriers where
"No One Is Left Behind.”

SHUTTLE SERVICES

Non-Emergency Medical Transport
Physical Therapy & Doctor Appointments

SERVICES
Delivery & Pickup // NEMT Shuttle Service

RENTALS

Long Term Discounts Available

Call today for a quote!
810-694-5003

6353 S. Saginaw Street, Grand Blanc
americanshuttle13@gmail.com
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